individual must have 24 months service, six months
time-in-grade as an E-3 and the commander's recom-
mendation. In exceptional cases, the commander may
accelerate promotions to E-2, E-3 and E-4.

Eligibility for promotion to E-5 and E-6 requires the
individual to compete by Military Occupational
Specialty category using standardized criteria under
the Army's current 1,000-point system. Some of the
qualifications are full job skill proficiency in which
the promotion will be made, the commander's recom-
mendation, successful completion of a physical train-
ing test, weapons qualification scores, a qualifying

Skill Qualification Test score, and a high school
diploma or GED equivalent. Waivers for certain
criteria are authorized to allow well-qualified soldiers
to advance more rapidly.

In addition to the above standards, promotions to
grade E-5 and E-6 require appearance before and
selection by a board of officers and noncommissioned
officers. Promotions to E-7 through E-9 are centralized
and require selection by Department of the Army
boards. The numbers of promotions made to grades
E-5 through E-9 are controlled monthly by the Depart-
ment of the Army.

Commissioning programs

U.S. Military Academy

The U.S. Military Academy offers bachelor of science
degrees with majors available in both engineering
fields and liberal arts and a commission in the U.S.
Army to men and women who graduate from the
Academy's four-year program. Competition to enter
the academy is tough. Applicants should begin their
quest for entry into the academy no later than the
middle of their junior year in high school.

Information on entry into the academy and how to
obtain an appointment is found in the General Section
of this magazine under Service Academies.

U.S. Military Academy
Preparatory School

Individuals desiring to enter the U.S. Military
Academy may apply to attend the US. Military
Academy Preparatory School for one year to improve
their academic skills and gain an appointment to the
following year's class.

To achieve basic eligibility requirements, an appli-
cant must: be at least 17 and not more than 21 years
of age on July 1 of the year of entrance; be a native of
the U.S. or a naturalized citizen prior to entering the
military academy; be unmarried and have no legal
obligation to support dependents; be in good health
with no disqualifying physical defects; have vision cor-
rectable to 20/20 and be a high school graduate, or the
equivalent, with a solid academic background.

Applicants should have four years of English and
three years of college preparatory mathematics. An in-
dividual with obvious leadership potential and a
weaker academic background should not be discour-
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aged from applying since many factors are considered.
Individuals accepting invitations to attend the U.S.
Military Preparatory School enlist into the Army
Reserve with an eight-year obligation.

For further information, contact the Commandant,
U.S. Military Academy Preparatory School, ATTN:
MAPS-AD-A, Ft. Monmouth, N.J. 07703.

Officer
Candidate School

Qualified enlisted personnel and warrant officers in
the active Army, Army Reserve and National Guard
may apply for attendance at OCS. Fourteen weeks are
required to complete the course. Age criteria for all ac-
tive Army, Army National Guard and Army Reserve
applicants is they may not have reached their 30th
birthday before commissioning.

Those civilians entering the active Army with the
enlistment option to attend OCS must have a bac-
calaureate degree from an accredited college or
university. Two years of college credit from an ac-
credited college or university is required for Reserve
personnel. Upon satisfactory completion of the course,
active Army graduates are required to serve a
minimum of three years in an active commissioned
status.

Outstanding enlisted members of the Army Reserve
and Army National Guard units who have completed
their active duty training may apply to attend the
Federal OCS course conducted by the active Army.
After completion of the course, members return to
their units and complete their obligation as Reserve or
National Guard officers. OCS is now available as an
enlistment option for individuals interested in serving
as officers in the Army National Guard or Reserve.
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